Jazz Fest After Dark

As the last strains of music fade from the Fairgrounds Jazz Fest erupts into the streets of New Orleans. For the musicians, who spend a lot of time on the road, Jazz Fest is like an annual reunion and they relish every opportunity to make music together before very appreciative audiences. If you want to stay in the French Quarter, all you need to do is follow your ears, but if you want to be a little bit more daring and venture out to the local haunts, there are a few places you don’t want to miss.

At Mid City Lanes Rock ‘n’ Bowl you can bowl (although you may have to wait a really long time for a lane), shoot pool, drink beer and dance to some of the best music around. The Jazz Fest lineup includes the Iguanas with Rockin’ Dopsie, Jr. and with Marva Wright and Tab Benoit, Snooks Eaglin, Bryan Lee, a Blues Harmonica Showcase on the 27th that promises to be dynamite, and Boozoo Chavis playing with Keith Frank and with Beau Jocque.

The Red Room is in a unique building on St. Charles Avenue actually used to be part of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Now an old fashioned supper club dripping with red velvet this is New Orleans’ new Swing central. Johnny Angel, Jeremy Davenport, Irvin Mayfield, Germaine Bazzle and Cabaret Diosa will all be making music here during Jazz Fest and, for a special treat, on the 28th you can hear Latin Flamenco by local legend Fredy Omar. 

Snug Harbor, on the far side of the French Quarter in what locals call the Fouberg Marigny, is the favorite haunt of the Neville clan. Ellis, Charmaine and Charles will all be performing here during the festival and on May 2nd the place will rock to Astral Project. 

Tipitina’s Uptown or “Tips” is a real New Orleans classic. The original location, Uptown, is dedicated to Professor Longhair. Here you’ll find the Radiators, Kermit Ruffins, the Rebirth Brass Band, and the Klezmer Allstars (among others!) 

Tipitina’s has recently opened two new locations, one in the Warehouse District at what used to be City Lights and another in the French Quarter. At the Warehouse the Neville Brothers will team up with Marcia Ball (Wow!) on April 23rd and with George Porter, Jr. On the 24th. In the French Quarter, Cyril Neville will present Irvin Mayfield’s Big Band Tribute to Duke Ellington on April 23rd.

Howlin’ Wolf is located two blocks from the Convention Center in the Warehouse District. Generally it caters to a pretty young crowd, but Los Hombres Calientes on the 24th and the Iguanas on the 29th are sure to draw everybody.

The Maple Leaf is a laid back New Orleans classic where famous musicians often drop by to jam with local groups. Look for Rockin’ Dopsie, Jr. And Walter “Wolfman” Washington, the Rebirth Brass Band, and John Mooney & Bluesiana during the week.


The Dragon’s Den occupies the top floor of a Siamese restaurant at the foot of Esplanade Ave. Its a fun, funky, little place where the New Orleans Klezmer Allstars will play all their myriad instruments on April 29th.

Just for something REALLY different, Touro Synagogue, up on St. Charles avenue will present a Jazz Service w/ James Singleton, Johnny Vidacovich, Peter Martin, Eric Traub, Scott Bourgeois & Erick Jakobson plus Cantor Richard Botton & the Touro Synagogue Adult Choir on April 30th.

